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CHAPTER   IV.

HUMANITY.
I. THE ECONOMIC INTERCOURSE OF NATIONS,

WE know that the peaceful intercourse between nations
which is a necessary condition of the consumption
and exchange of goods reaches back to the earliest beginnings
of history* Commerce, which in old times not infrequently
took the government itself into its service, has, in proportion
as the need for it has come to be felt by all civilised nations,
more and more stimulated the desire to secure peace. Of
all the factors that have furthered the development of
humanity, economic intercourse is undoubtedly the one
that has worked most effectually towards the establishment
of a system of international law, and thus prepared the
way for the conception of humanity* as a whole, united in
one common moral life.

Of course, the bearing of traffic in material goods upon
the development of the moral life is indirect only* By
securing the means and improving the conditions of physical
existence it creates the necessary foundation for morality.
Moreover, it stimulates many impulses towards intellectual
perfection, which in its turn helps ethical culture. For
instance, one of the most effective aids to moral develop-
ment is that higher form of division of labour which is
rendered possible by economic intercourse. Since each
nation can obtain from without the goods it does not itself
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